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Formal Notification

The Embassies of Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Kingdom
of the Netherlands, respectively, to Qatar wish to inform the Embassy of Afghanistan to Qatar of
the following:

Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Kingdom of the Netherlands
are most deeply concerned about the human rights of women and girls in Afghanistan. As
Afghanistan is aware, Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Kingdom of
the Netherlands have already voiced their concern on numerous occasions, particularly, but not
limited to, in the framework of the United Nations.

These concerns were also already unequivocally expressed in United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2681 (2023) on the rights of women and girls, in the United Nations
Independent Assessment, and in the reports of United Nations Special Rapporteur Richard
Bennett on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, the most recent of which was issued on
13 May 2024.

As confirmed by the above-mentioned documents, Afghanistan is responsible under
international law for gross and systematic breaches of the rights of women and girls as
established in the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(‘CEDAW’) on a daily basis.

The various decrees and ordinances that have been issued, and other measures that have
been taken since 2021, systematically and grossly ban women and girls in Afghanistan from public
life and subject them to gender-specific discrimination. Of particular concern are its gross and
systematic breaches of the right to education. Moreover, fundamental human rights of Afghan
women and girls are being violated by public and private institutions and Afghan women and girls
are being socially, politically, economically and legally marginalised.
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Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Kingdom of the Netherlands
are therefore of the opinion that, by initiating, furthering, enabling, condoning and tolerating this
state of affairs, Afghanistan is in gross and systematic violation of numerous of its obligations
under international law stemming from, and reflected in, CEDAW.

Australia signed CEDAW on 17 July 1980 and ratified it on 28 July 1983. Canada signed
CEDAW on 17 July 1980 and ratified it on 10 December 1981. The Federal Republic of Germany
signed CEDAW on 17 July 1980 and ratified it on 10 July 1985. The Kingdom of the Netherlands
signed CEDAW on 17 July 1980 and ratified it on 23 July 1991. Afghanistan signed CEDAW on
14 August 1980 and ratified it on 5 March 2003. None have entered any relevant reservations
upon ratification of said Convention. Given the erga omnes partes character of the obligations
enshrined in CEDAW, Afghanistan owes compliance with these obligations to all other
contracting parties of CEDAW, including Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, and
the Kingdom of the Netherlands as States parties to CEDAW.

The above-mentioned acts and omissions constitute gross and systematic violations of
CEDAW for which Afghanistan bears responsibility under international law. The legal
consequences that derive from these violations of CEDAW are that Afghanistan is obliged:

1. to assume responsibility for those acts and omissions contravening CEDAW,;

2. toimmediately cease such acts and omissions that are in violation of CEDAW;

3. to offer appropriate assurances and guarantees of non-repetition to Australia,
Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Kingdom of the Netherlands that
such acts and omissions contravening international law will not be repeated;

4. to provide reparations to women and girls for the suffering they have experienced.

Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the Kingdom of the Netherlands
therefore, referring to CEDAW Article 29 (1), request Afghanistan - without delay - to enter into
negotiations with Australia, Canada, The Federal Republic of Germany, and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands regarding the above-mentioned violations of CEDAW and the legal consequences
thereof under international law with a view to cease them, and provide reparations to the victims
as indicated above.

The Embassies of Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany and the Kingdom
of the Netherlands, respectively, to Qatar avail themselves of this opportunity to renew to the
Embassy of Afghanistan to Qatar their salutations.

Doha, 24 September 2024




